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Subject:  God’s People are Reminded  

Key People: Malachi       

Text: Malachi Ch. 1-4
The Story Ch. 21 pg. 302-304 
(SLIDE 1)  Nathan, Gideon, and Christina Hammerberg just happen to be from Millington, MI.  Major goal I have for those a part of our church is to understand the important assignment we have from the Lord to send and support taking the gospel to the four corners of the earth!  For example, your leadership team has committed to sending a minimum of 10% of what the Lord has pleased us with.  Big idea – if tithing is God’s idea for providing some of the funding for His Church then we should live by that principle in the local church. So we have set this as our minimum goal of giving outside of the local church. 

So, the visit by the Hammerbergs is a big deal to us; see they serve the Lord and the time is short!  Well I am so proud of your generosity and catching this vision I we believe the Lord has for us to support mission’s outreach. 
Nathan sent me the following message regarding his visit last Sunday, “I wanted to let you know right away that we are blown-away-blessed by how yesterday went! We made some real meaningful connections and we've never had such a big financial gift... ever.  -Nathan
(SLIDE 2) Now for many American’s who play on Jeopardy the least favorite category is THE BIBLE – Just watch.

Jeopardy Question:  What is the last book of the Old Testament?   Answer:  MALACHI

PLAY VIDEO  Today’s message comes from one of those obscure authors and the last book of the Old Testament – the prophet MALACHI. 
(SLIDE 3)   The goal of pastor Curt in going through The Story has been to have the people say, maybe for the first time, that you really understand what the story of the Bible is all about. The Bible can be overwhelming, because it’s ancient, especially true of the 43 books in the Old Testament. Today we bring our broad study of the Old Testament to an end. So let’s dive into the latter part of Chapter 21. 
(SLIDE 4) )   Chapter 20 and 21 of the Story tells us the importance God placed on His house – The Temple; His special city of Jerusalem (City of Zion) and restoring people into relationship with Him. This is done by a special relationship for all the world to see, with the nation of Israel. 
(SLIDE 5)  CH 21 started with the High Priest EZRA – proper sacrifice practices and reintroduction of God’s word for the people; how to live their lives as God’s special people.  Nehemiah, using his position of favor with the Persian King returns to restore Jerusalem by rebuilding the wall.  Nehemiah is called to return to King Artaxerxes; Nehemiah CH. 13.  Which is when The Lord calls his last prophet of the O.T., Malachi to bring a message to the people of Israel living in Jerusalem.
 You can read about this in The Story Pg. 302-304. 
Example: Page 303 Malachi 3:6-7
(SLIDE 6) Historical Timeline – last of the OT then 400 years of silence and waiting – then the sound of a little baby is heard in Bethlehem; ultimately the truth of John 3:16 reveals God’s plan and how far He is willing to go to get us back and restore our relationship with Him!  John 3:16 
(SLIDE 7) Malachi gives us a glimpse into the hearts of Jewish men and women.  These were a people specially chosen by God, descendants of Father Abraham, inheritors of the rich history of the Hebrew People, the many miracles and glories provided by the Great I AM! Yet Malachi shows us even after all this time they were still prone to stray from the narrow way the Lord had for them.  
They had returned to Jerusalem with great hope to rebuild that which was lost by their unfaithful ancestors.  Yet with time apathy in both their relationship with God and the things required of them in this special relationship.   Malachi brings a message of correction at a time that the people even wondered if God still loved them.  Malachi begins with an answer to this question READ MALACHI 1:1-2
One last time it is time for Israel to relearn the lesson of WHO GOD IS AND WHAT HE EXPECTS FROM US.
Malachi reminds us, through 4 short lessons, just how awesome is our God!
(SLIDE 8)  1. SACRIFICE the BEST.  
The Story pg. 302. 
The Law – LEV. 22 outlined the type of sacrifices God would accept – pure, spotless animals.  A Holy Lord deserved only their best. But the people and priests of Malachi’s time offered only leftovers to God.  Lame and blind were offered with an expectation of blessing!
Today, as Christians, we are not under the Mosaic law, but God still deserves our best of our resources, gifts and time – and most importantly ourselves. Or are we offering Him only what we can spare?
(SLIDE 9) 2. Take God SERIOUSLY. READ Malachi 2:7.  The Lord expected His priests to explain His laws and how the people should live as God’s children.  They should have lived a life of example for the people.  Christian pastors today should teach from God’s word and challenge their congregations to dive below the surface of shallow Christianity.  A pastor’s life should set an example by their own spiritual growth.  
(SLIDE 10) 3. Joy in GIVING. READ Malachi 3:8-12.
PAGE 303 the Story.   Thom. Jefferson once wrote, “When the heart is right, the feet are swift.” When we have joy on the inside no challenge is too great. It’s contagious, when we are with someone who lives with a dynamic attitude, trusting in the Lord, generosity sweeps through most in the church and things get done.  
In Malachi’s time God’s financial plan required giving called the tithe – 10% of a believers increase routinely. This was a requirement not an option (LEV. 27)  Today, in the N.T. times tithing is not commanded.  But the principle remains, that Christians are blessed when they give consistently and sacrificially with joy in their hearts. Our finances is one of the only places the Lord calls on us to test Him; see His faithfulness and blessings flow. 

(SLIDE 11) 4. Sun of RIGHTEOUSNESS.  Malachi 4:2 The Story pg. 304
God’s people needed healing! Malachi tells us that for those who fear the Lord He will rise for them like the glorious sunrise – with these actions to follow – Healing, Jumping, Freedom, Joy and Patience – for they would have to wait in silence for 400 years. 
(SLIDE 12) CALL UP WORSHIP TEAM 
Application – 1 Peter 2:24
He personally carried our sins

    in his body on the cross

so that we can be dead to sin

    and live for what is right.

By his wounds

    you are healed.
Today the Lord wants us to remember we resemble him most when we seek to provide His healing and restoration to our family, our church and the community he has placed us to live. 
PRAYER  
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